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RAISING THE STANDARDS FOR FARM-RAISED FISH

David Lewsey

Head of Strategic Support

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
Veterinary Medicines Directorate

Woodham Lane, New Haw, Addlestone, Surrey KT15 3LS
United Kingdom

d.lewsey@vmd.defra.gsi.gov.uk

February 22, 2007

Dear Mr Lewsey:

Further to the letter dated 16" February 2007 from Maggie Green of the Veterinary
Medicines Directorate, the Pure Salmon Campaign formally requests an internal review
regarding the VMD’s position of not naming any Chilean companies involved in crystal
violet contamination of farmed salmon.

Maggie Green’s letter dated 16" February stated that:

“However, we have withheld the Chilean import documentation and have redacted from
the Sample Information Table the names of the farming companies, producers and
producers' registration numbers. The import documentation from Chile to Thailand
relating to this sample showed that the consignment consisted of lots from more than one
company/farm. This documentation which lists the companies involved was provided
voluntarily to the VMD by a third party. Having taken account of the third party's views
(in accordance with the Code of Practice, as above) it is our judgment that its disclosure
could adversely affect their legitimate economic interests and the likelihood of them and
other companies volunteering similar information in the future. We are withholding this
information under the exceptions in Regulation 12(5)(e) and 12(5)(f) of the EIR:

Regulation 12(5)(e) relates to the confidentiality of commercial or industrial information
where such confidentiality is provided by law to protect a legitimate economic interest. It
is subject to the public interest test. We have very carefully considered the arguments for
and against disclosure and have come to the view that the public interest favours
maintaining the exception. We judge that a consequence of disclosure in this case could
be significant damage to the interests in question, particularly when the VMD does not
know the specific identity of the processor, supplier and farming company in relation to
the positive sample and could be implicating ‘innocent’ parties.

Regulation 12(5)(f) applies where the information was provided voluntarily, that is the
supplier was not under and could not be put under any legal obligation to supply it to the



VVMD; there are no other circumstances that entitle the VMD to disclose it; and the
supplier has not consented to its disclosure. Again it is subject to the public interest test.
We have very carefully considered the arguments for and against disclosure and have
come to the view that the public interest favours maintaining the exception as each of the
conditions above applies in this case. The purpose of this exception is to ensure the free
flow of volunteered information to government, for example for collecting certain types
of statistical data and conducting sample surveys, which was the case in relation to this
information. If the VMD were to disclose such information without consent third parties
may stop volunteering this useful information to government”.

I refer you to the Pure Salmon Campaign’s letter to Salmon of the Americas and
SalmonChile which requests specific information on the names of any companies
involved. In view of claims by the salmon farming industry regarding the traceability
and provenance of farmed salmon, the Pure Salmon Campaign believes it is imperative

that consumers have full disclosure.

By protecting the identity of the salmon farming and processing companies concerned,
the UK Government is protecting economic interests rather than protecting food safety
and the interests of the public. The Pure Salmon Campaign believes that withholding this
information sets a dangerous precedent and further erodes consumer confidence in

farmed salmon.

Sincerely,

Andrea Kavanagh
Director
Pure Salmon Campaign

Cc:

Chilean Government Officials

Carlos Furche: cfurche@direcon.cl

Carlos Hernandez: cahersal@subpesca.cl
rnorambu@subpesca.cl
rduran@subpesca.cl

erossi@direcon.cl

Dra.Ines Montalva: imontalva@sernapesca.cl
direccion@sernapesca.cl
dmayer@sernapesca.cl

Fidel Espinoza: fespinoza@congreso.cl
Patricio Vallespin: pvallespin@congreso.cl
Carolina Goic Boroevic: cgoic@congreso.cl

United Kingdom Government Officials

Dawn Greener: d.greener@vmd.defra.gsi.gov.uk
Maggie Green: m.green@vmd.defra.gsi.gov.uk
Eric Crutcher: e.crutcher@vmd.defra.gsi.gov.uk
j.rickard@vmd.defra.gsi.gov.uk
a.rim@vmd.defra.gsi.gov.uk

Cristian Perez Mufioz
Chilean Representative
Pure Salmon Campaign

Don Staniford
European Representative
Pure Salmon Campaign

Chilean Government Officials Cont.

Maximiano Errazuriz Eguiguren: merrazu@congreso.cl
Pablo Galilea Carrillo: pgalilea@congreso.cl

Patricio Melero Abaroa: pmelero@congreso.cl

lvan Norambuena Farias: inorambuena@congreso.cl
Carlos Recondo Lavanderos: crecondo@congreso.cl
Jorge Ulloa Aguillén: julloa@congreso.cl

René Alinco Bustos: ralinco@congreso.cl

Rodrigo Gonzalez Torres: rodrigogonzalez@congreso.cl
Alfonso De Urresti Longton: adeurresti@congreso.cl
Clemira Pacheco Rivas: cpacheco@congreso.cl

Samuel Venegas Rubio: svenegas@congreso.cl

Retailers

Dick Reeves,Director of Food,Dunnes Stores

Gerard Savage: retailservices@farmfoods.co.uk

Inger Larsson: inger.larsson@se.findus.com

Ulrika Dahlin: ulrika.dahlin@se.findus.com

Michelle Waterman: Michelle.waterman@uk.tesco.com



Farmed Salmon Producers Farmed Salmon Insdustry Groups
AquaChile: amarquezdelaplata@aquachile.com SalmonChile: rinfante@salmonchile.cl
Aguas Claras: info@aclaras.com SOTA: aalex@mctact.com
Camanchaca: sales@camanchacainc.com

Cermag: cermag@cermag.com

Fjord Seafood Chile: info@cl.fjordseafood.com

Mainstream Chile: veronica.ruizdegamboa@mainstream.cl
Marine Harvest: marit.husa@marineharvest.com



